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First we mapped the heavens, then we started
mapping the land.

Cities may seem randomly scattered on earth like
stars in the firmament, yet they are connected

by imaginary lines like the stars in a constellation.
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Beijing and Shenzhen lie close to a north-south axis.

Shanghai and Chengdu lie close to a horizontal axis.

These axes intersect in Wuhan.
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The distances from Wuhan to Beijing, Shanghai,
Shenzhen, and Chengdu are similar.

The distances from Beijing to Shanghai, Shanghai
to Shenzhen, Shenzhen to Chengdu, and Chengdu

to Beijing are all similar.
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The coastline provides context.

It can be simplified into a series of circles.
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The imaginary lines linking cities form a symbolic

structure: the Middle Constellation.
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Draw a circle.
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Draw a vertical line.
Beijing is to the north.

Shenzhen is to the south.
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Draw a horizontal line.

Shanghai is to the east.
Chengdu is to the west.

Wuhan is in the center.
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Join Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Chengdu to

form a square.
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This is the square within the circle.
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Draw a horizontal line halfway between Wuhan
and Beijing.

Jinan is to the east.

Xi'an is to the west.

Zhengzhou is in the center.
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Draw a vertical line halfway between Wuhan
and Shanghai.

Jinan is to the north.

Nanchang is to the south.

Hefei is in the center.
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Draw a horizontal line halfway between Wuhan
and Shenzhen.

Nanchang is to the east.

Guiyang is to the west.

Changsha is in the center.
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Draw a vertical line halfway between Wuhan
and Chengdu.
Xi'an is to the north.

Guiyang is to the south.
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This is the square within the square.
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THE WINGS
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Draw a horizontal line halfway between Beijing
and Zhengzhou.

Tianjin is to the east.

Taiyuan is to the west.

Shijiazhuang is in the center.
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Draw a vertical line halfway between Shanghai
and Hefei.
Hangzhou is to the south.

Nanjing is in the center.
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Draw a horizontal line halfway between Shenzhen
and Changsha.
Nanning is to the west.

Guangzhou is in the center.
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Draw a vertical line halfway between Chengdu
and Xian.

Chongging is in the center.
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These are the wings.
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Draw a large circle centered on Wuhan.
The radius of the circle is double the distance from

Wuhan to Beijing.
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Draw a vertical line, a horizontal line and two

diagonal lines through Wuhan.
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The diagonals intersect with the inner circle.

Qingdao is to the northeast.
Fuzhou is to the southeast.
Kunming is to the southwest.

Lanzhou is to the northwest.
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The diagonals, the vertical and the horizontal lines
intersect with the outer circle.

Harbin is to the north.

Uriimgi is to the northwest.

Lhasa is to the west.
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This is the outer circle.
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The arc of the circle between Qingdao and Shenzhen

represents the eastern coastline.
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Draw two circles of equal size centered along the
vertical line south of Shenzhen.
The northern circle is the Gulf of Tonkin.

The southern circle is the Indochinese peninsula.
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Draw two circles of equal size centered along the
diagonal line northeast of Qingdao.
The northern circle is the Korean peninsula.

The southern circle is the Sea of Bohai.
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Draw three circles to represent three islands.
Hainan is in the Gulf of Tonkin.
Taiwan is on the diagonal line southeast of Fuzhou.

Kyushu is to the northeast of Shanghai.
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Land and sea are now separate.
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Movement one:

Draw a circle.
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Movement two:

Draw a cross.
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Movement three:

Draw the square within the circle.
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Movement four:

Draw the square within the square.
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Movement five:

Draw the wings.
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Movement six:

Draw the outer circle.
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Movement seven:

Draw the vertical, the horizontal and the diagonals.
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Movement eight:

Separate land from sea.
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Eight movements:

The Middle Constellation
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Movement one:

Draw a circle.
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Movement two:

Draw a cross.
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Movement three:

Draw the square within the circle.
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Movement four:

Draw the square within the square.
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Movement five:

Draw the wings.
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Movement six:

Draw the outer circle.
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Movement seven:

Draw the vertical, the horizontal and the diagonals.
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Movement eight:

Separate land from sea.
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Eight movements:

The Middle Constellation
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BIOGRAPHY

Jug Cerovié is a Serbian and French architect and mapmaker.
A central theme in his work is the relationship between structure

and beauty.

He became known for a series of artworks depicting metro networks

as harmonious structures anchored by symbolic shapes.

He posits that network diagrams, as works of art, are essential in
shaping our mental image of a complex system. When reality proves

intangible, the symbol becomes the reality. The map is the network.
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